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Jan Kresadlo is one of several pen-names of the psychologist, poet and author
Vaclav Jaroslav Karel Pinkava (1926-1995). Among his many his accomplishments
is the Astronautilia, a 6575-line science-fiction epic poem... in Homeric Greek.

There was limited printing of the work, with a facing Czech translation, shortly
after his death, but with the kind help and permission of Kresadlo’s son I am able
to present the opening of the poem here, taken from a PDF version of the hand-
written manuscript. There are a few places where I'm afraid I may be misreading
Kresadlo’s handwriting. The work includes a glossary of modern and sci-fi terms.
I've footnoted such words in the selection. I have made bold to correct accenting
in a few places.

Before starting, you will want to read the English translation of the prologue.

apXOUEVOG TTPOTOV Movo®v Xop® €i€ EAtk@vog
g0youat EKTEAYAwS kKol ATOAAwVL AvakTt
Movodwv dpxovtt KaA® id¢ daipov’ Goddv
S@p’ efmorev gunv kdopov yAagupoio mdépevoty
Badpata mAavitwy Kai avdp&v SuPpiua €pya
ola te de1éduevor mAéopev dvépepov S xdoua
mAolapxog HEV Eyw Kal ol €pinpeg ETaipot
Mavduv {ntodvteg Kal ufilov kKoopoBewpoiv.
gomete VOV fuiv Téde, © Oedg, e Béovar.

100 dpxnv ye AdBorut tide mpdtepov kataAélw;
elpwTdg 611G €lpl T€ Yot KAvTOV obvopa {NTeig.
Tolyap €yw Qrow: Emel €600UEVOC YE TKAVW

oUXi Kev EKQWVETV dUvaoaig, XaAemov de tdd’ €oti.
GAAG ye elveka oelo BEAW £Tépwg kaAéoacbat.
0vdéva mholapxdv Tep EmikANoLY KEKAANGOW

¢ etv PiPAototv puotnpikdv &vdp kaAoTol
ToAUNPSOV: NAUW Kamitdvov Pwuaioti te.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jan_K%C5%99esadlo
http://www.kresadlo.cz/astproex.htm
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oUTWC HEV KEAEGOV UETATIOELG UaTa T&vTA.
GOTUVOUOG UEV EYw €V E0OYVEVW TITOAEDPW
KOlpapog &oTuvOpwy 1€ kal Tarydg* pot O¢ mibovtat
TIAVTEG AOTUVOUOL €V MNTPOTOAEL KAALTUPY .
avTAp pot AvT yéyovev xalenn 8¢ te mphi&ig

700 &’ apxnv ye AdPoryt tide mpdtepov katarélw;
duopabeig t6de mpRyua Eywye KAKGOG cuvInuL
£E10W0EAG PAGLY PUOIKOTOLV EVELValL

Avypdc: kPavtiakig ye Bewping anddei€iv

aLTAP Yp&upata Avypd y' é€l6owv xaAenaivwy
Sefkvutat (g tide dei elvat v koouoBewpoidv.

€1 uEv oUTIC €] YE PUOLG KOOHOV 0poRDoa

KOOHOG EDPUTOPOG OVK &V dLVACALTO LTIAPXELV

0V XpOvog o0 Lakevovy ovy UAn oUte Tt &AAo.
GAAG T1 pEV oKOTIIV aigv ST ExEV TapaTPODV.
TG Kev dvOpdTwV TO AdPetv Bvntdv duvdoorto;
010e 60Ol €66(1{OV Gel TEPL KOGUOTKOTILHG"

T1G YE UOIG €1 Kol {HOV KOoUoBewpoTV

GAX 00 81 T1g TpTi&ig épaiveto Toig PpovEoLaLy.

Here is an example of Kresadlo’s handwriting, from the index. As you can see
he has a fondness for some antiquarian ligatures.

s-.-T Eﬂﬁ( EYP HTHPION-S-

Av & Toool ptor. Ta m[?a/uqalh’ Moﬁ}uﬂm watr [epe Metvidtro.
H[’ ,{g‘[[ahlnll."ﬂf‘ 1 Spxy. )
Av. 3 Ta lTEf! Ty Azgfia w

Ay T mepl Tav o Cf“‘f""f"‘w
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Av. d Td m {n TRV wospwrrmv 33
Ay, €Td H‘E-Ft Tﬁl‘f 6 ¥z v o 38

A Z1d Te ¢ ry fﬂ«?au— TAwhTer Xt TOY HV¥BY
AN dl.low_pmv xdl TAv Aor&y.

Tyahimbpyw free variation on kaAAinvpyog?
kPavtiakdg quantum as in “quantum physics.”
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