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Politian (Angelo Poliziano, 1454-94), a key figure in the history of Classical
scholarship, was considered one of the first post-classical western Europeans to
understand the Greek classics at least as well as native Greek scholars. In addition
to his vast body of Latin prose and verse, he wrote poems in Greek in the classical
style.

In selecting these the poems | have tried to steer a course between showing the
range of work Politian produced on the one hand and interest to modern readers
on the other. | have omitted the larger works and the panegyrics on figures of his
time which are of more historical than literary interest.

The source text is the 1868JFpera Omniagrom Florence, which has 57 Greek
poems. Since it is hot my aim to give a history of Greek orthography but to
show the practice of Greek verse composition when Greek was first reintroduced
to western Europe | have modernized the presentation somewhat. Substantial
changes have footnotes with the originals, but without comment | have fixed ob-
vious spelling and accenting errdrdn a few places words are written out fully
where the meter makes clear the final vowel is elided, probably following the usual
Latin practice. These | have also fixed silently.

*This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. To view
a copy of this license, vishttp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/

1Since | do not have access to P.’s originals, | am assuming — without, | admit, any ewdence —
that the most egregious errors are not his but his editor’s. The source text gives Latin translations
of the verses which let me verify that | wasn't about to edit away obscure rather than misspelled
words.



1. eic @BovepoOV

® QiAe, olpe’ AEYELS, OTE GOV TOTL dAPO KAUONK®,
ovtap €L’ 0Ok EAoBev PHipo xoptlopevov.

oV &' €0éhelc pBovepdg yaipely EUE, oVTe QPLAETG e
KOl yop onpoivel T1o9to 10 XAIPE 400

€0ty owlecBo yoipely, €0tV &' AmoAEcOHL.
Tol YOap EYWYE AEY® GOl GLAE, XOIPE LA

2. eic Kopvdmva

‘eipl, Aéyerg, ‘moic, @ Kophdwv: 8l toDT0 AEYELY e,
‘Gvnp 8 €17 Kot 60D GOV TO YEVVELOV QL.

4. gig Iapeviov

01voV pot méumetg, 100 8 €60’ dAlg el &' €11 pailov
Afg ve xopilecBot, TERQ' Gpo dStyav Epot.

6. €ig TOV ODOTOV. €1¢ ZoPlov TOUPAKANGLS

VOV 7€ NOTOG TTOEL HEAQVOTTEPOG BLOTETOV OUPBPOV,
noM kol vipddag Bpné Bopeog cuvayet.

OENYOV KOl TTEAEDV EPLopAvON VAL’ €ml Yo,
XETULO OE KEPTOUEOV OVPECT KETPE KONOG.

neVKol AKoPTOL EXCOLY, AELONAELG TTep €0VOL,
Vyikopol T €AdTan, Kol BavATolo PUTOV.

AALO KOl G dAPVN TE KOl TOLKIAOV £pVog EAalog
EUAL®V KOl KOPT®V Y oipovot Bpiéocvvn,

TAVTAL Yop GALQ XPOVOL KPATEPOL KOTEOOVGLY OOOVTEG,
apdaptog &’ MUIV €0TL LOVOV Zoein.



17. elg AnunTpLOV (LETPOV POAOLKELOV)

€€ 0V dM OebddWPOg 0VPAVOVIE

BT, kol O¢ ye xeEMBOVOG VEOGGODC,
HotpoOg xePOL Bpe@iAiiov Bavoioag,
Antivag Almev @8’ DIEP KOALAG

oy dMV HLACTOKO TOVOE TPOGIOKMDVTAG,
® Anuntple, Tovieg GOALOL Ye

VOV yovuvoLpeBo. 6V d¢ mpaog EABGV
TELVAGLY, COPING £dMNTNV NUTV

36¢. oV VOV povog el YAk TIONVAC.

Demetrio Calcondila: a Byzantine living in Italy. He taught Greek in Padua, Florence and
Milan. Produced theditio princepsof Homer. Widely considered an excellent teacher
by his contemporaries.

23. €pOTIKOV (AmPLOTL)

d1TTOG €pOg AVLQ e BVOTV DTOTAKOUOL TOLOOLY,
160V TOl YaPOTOlY, 160V ETAPPOSLTOLY.
SpLUvG O pHéV ¥’ itapdg 07, 6 0 TopbEVE dyiv:
AUO® EPMTUC OPAG EIGTVEETOV LOAOKAC.
TQOe KOO 10ELOEEC €K KOPAVOLO TETOVTAL,
TQ 0, ETEPW EovOO GELETOL ATAOKOULC.
T0L TAETGT 0VOEV OpOlM, AUEALXINV O€ 6’ Opolw,
vikd 8’ 00T BAAAOC KGAAAEL KOl XAPLOLY.
Gpeon &' ovy’ oidv 0’ dmothelv, KOnpr 10 &' &par OV pot
BoOAOVLGOV TOTEPOV TOTVOE PEPOLUUL PAOYOL.

31. eic TV oOTHY

TImTE pot ypov {ov méumelg, M 0Oy GAlg dypog,
Eqvdpa, 10D kol Grov oo TETWKEY £pmg;

1 =7 /. , , . ,
oLov 6 . OLOVB . ouvv Hot. O'UPL},LOL.



32. elg TV vV

KOPTOV €pol ToBEOVTL GV &' GvBeo GVALG Te LoVVOV
dwph} oNHOLvovs’ dTL paTnV ToVE.

33. elg v avTNV

@OALO 318006" €pdovTt Kol GvBea, NPog amapydic,
0T EMAYYEAAN ONG Eap MALKING.

55. eic "A@poditnv OnTAloHEVNV (ADPLoTL)

€¢ Tl odkog Kpatéels, [apla, AOYYaV Te TIVOOOELG,
Kol Odpok’ EvEdLG Kol KOPLV AUPLPOAOV;

HELVOG’ OTT 0V GOl BE30THL TOAEUNTA EPYQL
TQ TPLEEPY d1ETELC &' 1uepOEVTAL YAUOV. —

AAL' oVK £€g dapLv Bopnocopat Omho &' “Apnog
VLo, oG K “Apng exAeAdBoLto LAY OGS,

€v yap €uol povo kol tevyeo kol KOmpiy e0pdv,
oV moK’ EUAV OUAGUW®V EGGET’ ATAVAOCVVOC.



