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Politian (Angelo Poliziano, 1454-94), a key figure in the history of Classical
scholarship, was considered one of the first post-classical western Europeans to
understand the Greek classics at least as well as native Greek scholars. In addition
to his vast body of Latin prose and verse, he wrote poems in Greek in the classical
style.

In selecting these the poems I have tried to steer a course between showing the
range of work Politian produced on the one hand and interest to modern readers
on the other. I have omitted the larger works and the panegyrics on figures of his
time which are of more historical than literary interest.

The source text is the 1867Opera Omniafrom Florence, which has 57 Greek
poems. Since it is not my aim to give a history of Greek orthography but to
show the practice of Greek verse composition when Greek was first reintroduced
to western Europe I have modernized the presentation somewhat. Substantial
changes have footnotes with the originals, but without comment I have fixed ob-
vious spelling and accenting errors.1 In a few places words are written out fully
where the meter makes clear the final vowel is elided, probably following the usual
Latin practice. These I have also fixed silently.

∗This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. To view
a copy of this license, visithttp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ .

1Since I do not have access to P.’s originals, I am assuming — without, I admit, any evidence —
that the most egregious errors are not his but his editor’s. The source text gives Latin translations
of the verses which let me verify that I wasn’t about to edit away obscure rather than misspelled
words.
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1. e„j fqonerÒn

ð f…le, `ca‹re' lšgeij, Óte sÕn potˆ dîma kaq»kw,

aÙt¦r œm’ oÙk œlaqen ·Áma carizÒmenon.

oÙ d’ ™qšleij fqonerÒj ca…rein ™mš, oÜte file‹j me:

kaˆ g¦r shma…nei toàto tÕ CAIRE dÚo:

œstin sèzesqai ca…rein, œstin d’ ¢polšsqai.

toˆ g¦r œgwge lšgw so…: f…le, ca‹re m£la.

2. e„j KorÚdwna

`e„m…,' lšgeij, `pa‹j,' ð KorÚdwn: de‹ toàto lšgein me,

`¢n¾r d’ e�:' kat¦ soà sÕn tÕ gšnneion œfa.

4. e„j P£mfulon

o�nÒn moi pšmpeij, toà d’ œsq’ ¤lij: e„ d’ œti m©llon

lÁj ge car…zesqai, pšmf’ ¤ma d…yan ™mo….

6. e„j tÕn aÙtÒn. e„j Sof…an par£klhsij

nàn ge NÒtoj ptÚei melanÒpteroj ¥speton Ômbron,

½dh kaˆ nif£daj qr¾x Boršaj sun£gei.

fhgîn kaˆ pteleîn ™mar£nqh fàll’ ™pˆ ga…V,

ce‹ma d� kertomšon oÜresi ke‹re kÒmaj.

peàkai ¥karpoi œassin, ¢eiqhle‹j per ™oàsai,

Øy…komo… t’ ™l£tai, kaˆ qan£toio futÒn.

¢ll¦ kaˆ æj d£fnh te kaˆ poik…lon œrnoj ™la…aj

fÚllwn kaˆ karpîn ca…rousi briqosÚnV,

p£nta g¦r ¥lla crÒnou krateroˆ katšdousin ÑdÒntej,

¥fqartoj d’ ¹m‹n ™stˆ mÒnon Sof…h.
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17. e„j Dhm»trion (mštron fala…keion)

™x oá d¾ QeÒdwroj oÙranÒnde

bÁ, kaˆ ïj ge celidÒnoj neossoÚj,

matrÕj cersˆ brefill…ou qanoÚsaj,

¢ptÁnaj l…pen ïd’ Øp�r kali©j

m¦y d¾n m£staka toàde prosdokîntaj,

ð Dhm»trie, p£ntej ¥qlio… ge

nàn gounoÚmeqa. sÝ d� pr©oj ™lqèn

peinîsin, sof…hj ™dht¾n ¹m‹n

dÒj. sÝ nàn mÒnoj e� glukÝj tiqhnÒj.

Demetrio Calcondila: a Byzantine living in Italy. He taught Greek in Padua, Florence and
Milan. Produced theeditio princepsof Homer. Widely considered an excellent teacher
by his contemporaries.

23. ™rwtikÒn (Dwrist…)

dittÕj œroj ¢ni´ me: duo‹n Øpot£komai pa…doin,

�son toi caropo‹n, �son ™pafrod…toin.

drimÝj Ð mšn g’ „tamÒj q’ , Ð d� parqšnJ Ôyin:

¥mfw œrwtaj Ðmîj e„spnšeton malakîj.

tùde kÒmai „oeidšej ™k kar£noio tštantai,

tù d’ , ˜tšrJ xanq¦ se…etai ¡plokam…j.

t¦ ple‹st’ oÙd�n Ðmo…w, ¢meilic…hn dš q’ Ðmo…w,

nik© d’ oÜt’ ¥lloj k£llëi kaˆ c£risin.

¥mfw d’ oÙc’ oŒÒn q’ Øpotle‹n, KÚpri: tÝ d’ ¥ra sÚn moi
1

boÚlouson potšron ta‹nde fšroimmi flÒga.

31. e„j t¾n aÙt»n

t…pte moi çcrÕn ‡on pšmpeij; Ã oÙc’ ¤lij çcrÒj,

X£ndra, toà kaˆ ¤pan aŒma pšpwken œrwj;

1
ο�όν θ΄: ο�ονθ΄. σύν µοι: σύµµοι.
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32. e„j t¾n aÙt»n

karpÕn ™moˆ poqšonti sÝ d’ ¥nqea fàll£ te moànon

dwrÍ: shma…nous’ Óti m£thn ponšw.

33. e„j t¾n aÙt»n

fàlla didoàs’ ™r£onti kaˆ ¥nqea, Ãroj ¢parc£j,

aÙtÕ ™paggšllV sÁj œar ¹lik…hj.

55. e„j 'Afrod…thn æplismšnhn (Dwrist…)

™j t… s£koj kratšeij, Paf…a, lÒgcan te tin£sseij,

kaˆ qèrak’ ™nšduj kaˆ kÒrun ¢mf…falon;

mšmnas’ Ótt’ oÙ soˆ dšdotai polem»ïa œrga

t´ trufer´ di�peij d’ ƒmerÒenta g£mon. —
¢ll’ oÙk ™j d©rin qwr»ssomai: Ópla d’ ”Arhoj

™ndÚom’ , æj k’ ”Arhj ™klel£qoito m£caj.

™n g¦r ™moˆ mènv kaˆ teÚcea kaˆ KÚprin eÙrèn,

oÜ pok’ ™mîn qal£mwn œsset’ ¢paulÒsunoj.


