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Anacreon is not usually known for serious poems, but this one comes to us
from Stobaeus’ collection. Except for lines 5 and 11, which are˘̆ ¯¯̆ ˘̄ ,̄ the
lines are anacreontics,˘̆ ¯̆ ¯̆ ¯ .̄

polioˆ m�n ¹mˆn ½dh

krÒtafoi k£rh te leukÒn,

car…essa d’ oÙkšt’ ¼bh

p£ra, ghralšoi^ d’ ÑdÒntej,

glukeroà d’ oÙkšti pollÕj5
biÒtou crÒnoj lšleiptai:

di¦ taàt’ ¢nastalÚzw

qam¦ T£rtaron dedoikèj:

'A…deŵ g£r ™sti deinÕj

mucÒj, ¢rgalÁ d’ ™j aÙtÕn10
k£todoj: kaˆ g¦r ˜to‹mon

katab£nti m¾ ¢
^

nabÁnai.

1This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. To view
a copy of this license, visithttp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/ .

1
πολιός (ή) όν grey, grey-ish. ¹µίν = ¹µ�ν short iota sometimes in verse; dat. of interest.

2
κρότᾰφος Ð temple (of the head). κάρη τό head. λευκός ή όν bright, light; white.

3
χαρίεις εσσα εν pleasing, lovely. οÙκέτι no longer, no further. ¼βη ¹ (prime of) youth.

4
πάρα = πάρεστι be present, be near. γηρᾰλέος α ον old, aged. Ñδούς Ñδόντος Ð tooth.

5
γλῠκερός ή όν sweet. πολλός = Attic πολύς.

6
βίοτος Ð (ῐ) life; duration of one’s life. χρόνος Ð time; period, duration. λείπω pf.

λέλειµµαι pf.passto be left (living). 5–6πολλÕς δ� χρόνος γλυκεροà βιότου οÙκέτι λέλειπται
7
δι¦ ταàτα on account of this. ¢νασταλύζω sob, weep.

8
θαµά often. Τάρταρος Ð Tartarus, name of underworld holding the Titans, but often used

for Hades. δεδοικώς afraid of, perf.part. ofδείδω fear.
9
'Αΐδης -εω Ð Hades(Ionic form and genitive). δεινός ή όν fearful, terrible.

10
µυχός Ð nook, corner, but often also used to refer to underworld regions.¢ργαλέος η ον

painful, troublesome.
11
κάτοδος = κάθ-οδος ¹ descent, way down; take l.10�ς αÙτÕν attributive forκάτοδος, “the way

down to it.” �το�µος (η) ον ready, prepared, of fatefixed, certain; here impersonal with dat. +
inf.

12
κατα-βαίνω aor.pple dat.sg.m.go down. ¢ναβαίνω go up, ascend.
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