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The poems in this collection portray the Greeks in less noble and uplifting
moods. I suspect few people will have previously encountered the side of Sappho
that produced fragment 55. Many of the poems rebuke enemies named and un-
named, humanity in general, and even a god comes in for abuse from Hipponax
(36 W). The remaining verses are fatalistic or gloomy in some way that caught my
attention, although a very few are simply crude.

Many of the poems come from the Anthology, including several poems of Pal-
ladas, whose moralizing grouchiness I have long been fond of. A number of the
poets are prone to coarse language, and, for that matter, coarse thought. I have
made no attempt to hide that in the vocabulary notes, where I have used plain
English rather than Latinate euphemism.

As I encounter grouchy new verses I will update this collection.

Palladas Anth.11.341

aiviewv pev dpiotov, O 8¢ Poyog €xOeog dpxn’
GAAG KakQG elmelv ATTIKOV €0TL UEAL.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. aivile topraise. &proTos 1 ov best; here impersonal, “it
is best...” woyos 6 blame. #xBos TO gen.sg. hate, emnity. &pxn T beginning. 2.
KoK iTreiv to speak ill (of someone). ‘ATTiKOS 1| OV Attic. péM TO honey.  Attic
honey was famed not only for its quality (and price), but also for its medicinal benefits.
One suspects some sort of play related to the adjective ‘Attik6v here, but it’s not clear
exactly what.
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Palladas Anth.10.85, “As flies to wanton boys”

TAVTeG T@ Bavdty tnpovueda, kai tpe@Ouesda
WG ayéAn xoipwv oalopévwv GAGYwS.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. wavTes ie., “all of us” 8B&vaTtos 6 death. Tnpéw take
care of, guard; observe. Tpé@w bring up, rear. Note passive in both verbs. 2. cog like.
&yéAn 1) herd. xoipos 6 pig. o@&lw slaughter; sacrifice.  &Adyws without reason,
absurdly, unintelligibly.

Alcaeus fr. 332, on the death of Myrsilus

VOV xpf] uebvobnv kai tiva mep Plav
VNV, €nel 0N katdave MOpaiAog.

Meter: w—v—v—vu—v— (from Alcaic strophe). 1. xpn + acc.inf,, subject is tva “now
someone must;” xpfj Aeolic accenting. peBUokw make drunk, pass. get drunk; ue®cbnv
Aeol. aor.pass inf.  Bia ) strength, force. Trép = mepi, and also replaces Onép, which Ae-
olic lacks. rép Piav “with all your strength..” 2. rewvw (= nivw) Aeol.pres.inf. drink.
kaTa-fvnokw die (away). Mupaidos a political rival of A.

Xenophanes fr. 7

navta Ogoic avéOnkav “Ounpdc 6’ ‘Holodd¢ te
Sooa map’ avOpwmolotv oveidea kai Pdyog €otiv,
kol TAelot’ £pByEavto Oedv dbsuiotia Epya,
KAEMTELY, HOIXEVELV TE KAl GAANAOUG ATATEVELY.

Meter: hexameter. 1. r&vTa everything. &va-Tifnmi aor.act.3pl. attribute to + dat.
2.80(c)os m ovas much (many) as, as great as. Twap& + dat., beside, near; among.  dver-
8os T6 reproach, blame, disgrace. wéyos 6 blame. 3. TAdicTos M ov superlative of
1oAUg but best taken as intensive (Smyth §1085), “very many.”  @8éyyopeu utter a sound;
speak clearly.  &BspioTios ov lawless. 4. The infinitives list the d0epiotia.  kAéTrTeo
steal. poixeUw commit adultery. &TraTeuw cheat, trick.

Theognis 1247-1248

ppdvTicov €xog uov kal UnépPacty, 1001 d¢ Buud
WG 0" €@’ auapTwAT] teloopat wg duvauat.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. @povTile aor.imper. consider, reflect (on). &x8Bos T6 hate.
UtréipPaocis tws 1) passage (over); transgression. o018« 2sg.imper. know. 2. &uapTwAn
1) fault, guilt. Teive Teiow #terica mid. with éni take vengence for, punish for.



Palladas Anth.10.95

TAG TIG AMAIOEVTOC PPOVIUWTATAG E0TL CLWTRDV,
TOV Adyov €yKpUTTWYV, WG Ttd00¢ aioxpdtatov.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. Tr&s Ti§ everyone. &maiSsuTtos ov uneducated. @po-
vipos (n) ov sensible, prudent, here superlative.  orwTrdw be silent, keep silent; take
participle temporally, “when being silent” 2.Tévi.e., “his” éy-kpUTrTe hide, conceal
(in). Tré&bos To affliction, disease. aioxpos & 6v shameful, wretched, again superlative,

Meleager Anth.5.208

oU pot tatdopavig kpadia: ti 8¢ tepnvov, "Epwreg,
avdpoParteiv, ei ur dovg T Aafelv €6éAe;

& Xelp Yap TaV Xelpa. KAAJ Ue HEVEL TAPAKOLTIC!
€ppot mdg dponv dpoevikaic Aapiotv.

Meter: elegiac couplet. The language is Epic-lonic with a light Doric dusting. 1. po1dat.
of possession, “Idon’t have..” TronSopavns ésboy-crazy. xpadia M) heart. TepTIVOS
1 6v delightful, pleasant; here a noun, “what pleasure?” “Epws wTos 6 Eros, often
thought of as a group of armed children, not just the one we're used to. 2. &v8poPaTiw
mount men, sodomize; it’s not clear how coarse this word is — Justin Martyr uses it, so
probably not very. &l 1 unless. 8iSewom1 aor.act.part. nom.sg.m. give. AapPévw
aor.act.inf.receive. 3.&=1. xeip xe1pos nhand. Té&v=tHv. cf. Epicharmus frag.,
& 8¢ xelp Tav xeipa viler 866 1 kai te AduPave, “the hand washes the (other) hand: give
something and receive something” k&A& = kaAf. Méve remain; wait (for). Trap&-
korTis 105 1 (female) bedpartner; wife. 4. ¥ppw pres.act.opt. 3sg. disappear, come to harm,
perish; optative of wish. Colloquially, “get lost” or the like. ~&ponv ev male, masculine.
Ta¢ Gpony “every male” &poevikds 1) 6v male, masculine. AaPis iSos 1) dat.pl. han-
dle; holder, tongs.  There is an ambiguity, presumably deliberate, in the use of the dative
here. It could indicate either accompaniment (Smyth §1524, §1527a) or instrument.

Glycon Anth.10.124

TAvTa YEAWG, Kal Tavta KOvig, Kal mdva to pundév:
ndvta yap €€ aAdywv £0Ti T& yivOoueva.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. Tr&vTa everything; supply éotiv. yéAws wTos 6 laugh-
ter; cause for laughter.  xovi§ ews 1) dust; ashes. TO undév nothing, nominalized. 2.
&\oyos ov without reason, irrational; unsuited. yivopeva = ylyvOoueva; TEvTa Td yivo-
ueva everything that happens.



Sappho fr. 55

katddvoion 8¢ kelon 00E Mot pvapoovva oébev
EooeT’ 008E 6B Botepov: ob yap medéxnc Ppddwv
TV €k Miepiag, GAN dedvng kav Alda d6uw
@o1tdong med’ GuadpwV VEKVWY EKTETOTAUEVA.

Meter: vy —vo— —wu— —uu—u—, Aeolic dialect. 1. kaTa-Bvnokw aor.act.part. nom.
sg.f.die. xelpon fut.mid.2sg. lie; liedead. TroTax=moOTE. MVMMOOUYY T remembrance,
memory. oé8sv=000. 2.f#coeTortherewillbe. Trofn 1 longing for, desire for. UoTe-
povadv. later. Tred-éxns = MeT-Exns < peT-éxw partake of + gen. Here and 1.4 poitdong
an alternate spelling if the 2sg. -€1g some editors accept. PpodSwv = pédwv < pédov Té
rose. 3. Tv article acting as rel. = Gv; but see Smyth §1159.  TTiepic Pieria, a home of
the Muses. &@avns és unseen, unnoticed. w&v =kaiév. ‘Aidagen. 4. porTdw go
toandfro. Tre8 =petd. &uaupds (&) ovdark. vékus uog 6corpse.  EK-TrOTGOMAL
perf.mid.part. nom.sg.f. fly away.

Hipponax 36 (West)

guol 8¢ Modtog — €ott yap Ainv TupAdG —
¢c Tkl NOwV 008dY’ eimev “Inn@vaE,
d1dwui Tor puvag dpyvpou tpikovTa

Kal TOAN €T GAAa” SetAatog yap TaG QpEVag.

Meter: choliambic trimeter, v—v—vi—vi—v—v—, 1. TTAoUTos © Wedlth. Ainv very.
TUPASs M Ov blind. 2. ég =c¢is. Tk = ta oikia. oUSap& not at all; never. 3.
Tol =00l MV& pvas 1 mina, a (substantial) unit of money by weight; 1 mina = 100
drachmae. é&pyupos 6 silver, silver money. TpifkovTa indec. thirty. 4. kal TOAN
€T GA\a “and many other things besides.” 8eidaros a ov wretched, sorry, paltry; note
scansion: deidaiog.  T&s i.e. his, Wealth’s.  @pnv @pevds 1 midriff but usually heart,
soul, mind; acc. of respect.

Semonides 2 (West)

T00 uev Bavovtog ovk av évBuvuoiueda,
€1 TL @povoipev, TAETOV NUEPNG UIfG.

Meter: iambic trimeter. 1. 8vnfokew die; here aor.part. acting like a noun, 6 favav,
the deceased.  év-Bupéopeon opt. pres.mid.3sg. think much of, be concerned at + gen. 2.
T1 adverbial, “somewhat, at all”  @povéw opt. pres.act.1pl. be wise, have understanding.
TAglov Nuépng wific continues the sense of the first line. TrAsicov TrAdiov comp. of
ToAUG, more, greater; with gen. for comparand. &is pia #v gen.sg.f. one.



Callimachus Epigram 28

exOalpw O Moinua tO KUKAIKOV, 008 KeEAEVOW
xadpw ti¢ ToAAoVG e kal Mt pépel,

H1o® Kal epigottov épduevov, 008’ &md kprvng
nivw* oikxaivw mdvta t@ dnudoia.

Avoavin, o0 8¢ vaixt kaAo¢ kaAdg — GANG piv ineiv
T00TO 0ap®G, NXW Pnot tig “GAhog éxer.”

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. éx8aipw hate. Troinua Té poem; internal correption, scan
moinud. kukAikos 1) 6v circular, cyclic; in common use cyclic poems are Epics, but here C.
probably means popular or common poetry.  kéAsuBos 1 path, way, voyage. 2. xaipw
rejoice at, take pleasure in; greet + dat.  Tis = fnep, i.e., kéAevbog. e ki 8¢ “here
and there” 3. picéw hate. Trepi@oiTos ov revolving; wandering around.  épeopevos
6 (young male) lover. wpnyvn 1 spring; well, fountain. 4. Tive (1) drink. c1Kxxive
loathe. 8nuoocios o ov belonging to the state; used by the public, common. 5. Aucavias
ou 6 Epic voc. Lysanias. veixt yes, truly.  Note scansion, kdA6g.  Trpiv + inf. before.
6. ToUTo object, i.e., the phrase “vaixt kaAog kaAd¢”  cadds clearly, distinctly.  fxeo
oUs M echo. We're meant to take “dAAog €xel” as echoing “vaixt kaAog KaAdg.”

Semonides 3 (West)

TOANOG yap Nuiv €oti tebvaval xpdvog,
{uev § dp1bu® madpa Tkak®g £tea.

Meter: iambic trimeter. 1. 8vfiokw #Bavov TiéBvnka Epic perf.act.inf. die; be killed;
perf. be dead; complement to moAAOG xpbvog, “much time to be dead” 2. & (< {Dw)
live.  &pi1Buods 6 number; sum; quantity; take with madpa, “few in number” Tralpos
ov little, small; few.  As transmitted there is a missing heavy position in the line before
kak®¢. This has resulted in much editorial speculation, which, following West, I have
omitted here. &tog T6 Epic uncontracted acc.pl. year.

Automedon of Cyzicus Anth.11.46

&vOpwmot deilng, te mivopev: fv 8¢ yévnran
8pBpog, e’ dAARAou¢ Ofipeg Eyerpdueda.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. 8¢iAn 1 afternoon (early or late); gen. of time within which.
mive (7) drink. fijv =£édv. 2. 6pbpos 6 daybreak, dawn. étri hostile sense, “against,”
as often with military verbs. 8Mp 8npds 6 wild animal. éyeipopan be or become awake;
rouse, stir oneself: there is a play on the different senses of the word between waking up
(8pBpog) and getting oneself roused against another (¢’ dAARAOVG).



Anonymous Anth.11.8

un wopa, un otepdavoug Aibivaig otnAatot xapilov,
unde to mhp PAEENC: £¢ keVOV 1) Samdvn.

(vl pot, €1 T1 OéAe1g, xdpioar téppnv d¢ peblokwv
AV o1 oELg, KOOy O Bavwv Ttietat.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. pupov T6 (U) sweet oil, perfume. oTépavos 6 wreath, gar-
land, crown.  Aitwos (n) ov made of stone; like stone.  oThnAn 7 dat.pl. monument, grave-
stone.  xapilopen pres.mid.imp. 2sg. show favor or kindness; dedicate; + dat. to someone
or, as in this case, to something.  2.té TrUp the funeral fire. @Aéyw aor.act.subj. 2sg.
burn, kindle. wevos 1 Ov empty, void, fruitless; €¢ kevov “to no purpose.”  Sarrdvn 1
cost, expense. 3. {& (< {Ww) pres.act.part. dat.sg.m. live, agreeing with yor.  xé&pioai
aor.mid.imp. 2sg.; cf.line 1. Té@pa 1 Epic acc.sg. ashes, esp. of a funeral pyre. peBUo-
Kw make drunk; give to drink; moisten. 4. TtnAés 6 clay; mud. koUx = kai o0X. ©
favewv “the dead.” Triopon (1 or 1) drink.

Pindar fr. 61

Tl éAreat coplav upev, av OAtyov tot
avrp vmep Gvdpog Toxet;

oV yap €00’ Onwg ta Be®V

PovAedpat’ épevvdoet Ppotéa @pevi:
Ovatdg & dmo patpog E@u.

1. #\Tropon uncontracted 2sg. hope, expect; suppose.  ¥upev=gival, &v=mjv. 2.UTrép
here, beyond, exceeding.  ioxw restrain; hold, possess. 3. 00 y&p #cf 6Trws i.e., there
is not some way that..., it is impossible to... 4. PoUleupea T6 resolution, purpose.  épeuvaw
seek, search for, explore. PpodTeos m ov Epic mortal, human. @pnv @pevos T midriff
but usually heart, soul, mind. 5. 8vaTé&s = Ovniig, BvnTds (1) 6v mortal. paTpds =
UNTPdG.  @Uw grow; in aor. be.

Anonymous Anth.11.193

0 @BGVOG WG KAKOV E0Tiv* £Xel O€ TL KAAOV €V aLTH"
THKEL Yap @Bovep®dV Supata Kal kpadinv.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. @8ovos 6 ill-will, envy, jealousy. s vaxov “what an evil/ill
thing” T1 kaA6v something good. 2. TNk melt, cause to waste away. pBovepds & Ov
envious, jealous. 6upa TOeye. kpadin 1 Epic heart.



Pindar fr. 110

YAUKU 8¢ TOAepog aneipotory, Euneipwv O€ Tig
TapPel mpooidvta Viv Kapdla TePLooiC.

1. yYAukus €l U sweet, lovely.  &Treipos ov inexperienced, ignorant.  §uTreipos ov
experienced (with), acquainted with. 2. TapPéw fear. Tpoc-g11 pres.act.part. acc.sg.m.
approach, attack.  viv Doric encl. 3rd. sg. acc. him, her, it; referring to méAepog.  Trepio-
o06s M 6v prodigious, excessive; as adv., exceedingly.

Palladas 10.81

o thig Bpaxeiag ndoviig tAg Tod Plov:

v 0&0tnTa o0 xpdvou tevbroarte.

Nueig kabelOpeoda kol Kotuwuedy,
HoxOoDVTEG 1} TPLPDVTEG O O€ XpOVOG TPEXEL,
TpEXEL KD NUAV TOV TOAXITOpwY Ppot@v,
PEPWV EKAOTOL TQ Piy KATAGTPOPN V.

Meter: iambic trimeter. 1. é oh, exclamation of pain, here with gen. ppaxus e U
short, small, light. ®8ovn 1 pleasure, enjoyment. 2. 8§uTns nTos 1 sharpness; quickness.
TrevBico lament, mourn, here 2plimper. 3. ka8-¢{opan sit down; be seated.  koipée lull to
sleep; mid. fall, be asleep. 4. poxBéw be weary, toil at; be distressed with work. Tpu@&w
live softly; be extravagent, be spoiled. Tpéxw Spapiomar édpapovrun. 5. kata+ gen.,
here down upon. TaAaiTrwpos ov suffering, miserable. PpoTos 6 mortal, human. 6.
KATAOTPOPT 1) overturning; conclusion; ruin, undoing

Ammianus Anth.11.226

€1n 001 KATA Y7G KOUPN KOVIG, OIKTpE NEAPXE,
Sppa ot pNidiwg E€epUowot KUVEG.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. &in pres.act.opt.3sg. of iy, to be; opt. of wish.  kaT& yfis
underground. koUg@os m ov light, nimble. kbévis gws 1 dust; ashes. oikTpds & 6V
pitiable; miserable. 2. 8ppa Epic so that; until, while; here with subj.  pniSiews Epic easily.
é§-epuw draw out of, snatch out. kUwV KUVES 6,1 dog.



